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Welcome to Palma Rosa 
 

Palma Rosa is a National Trust, heritage listed house located in Hamilton, 
Brisbane and is thought to be one of Australia’s finest examples of Italian 
architecture built by Andrea Stombuco in 1887.  
 
The House is one of Andrea Stombuco’s most flamboyant designs and has 
enormous cultural, heritage, architectural and political significance. Many socially 
prominent people and their families, including a Premier of Queensland, Sir Arthur 
Palmer, have owned Palma Rosa.  
 
Palma Rosa is currently headquarters of the English Speaking Union Queensland 
Branch. The English Speaking Union bought the property in 1972 and since 1997 
has embarked upon a three phase restoration of the property. 
 
The House and gardens are an ideal location for wedding ceremonies and 
receptions or photographs. Ceremonies are conducted in the House, on the front 
stairs, in the gardens or in the event of inclement weather on the spacious 
verandahs. For the Bridal Couple and their attendants, there is the opportunity to 
have photographs taken inside the House and accommodation including the 
Honeymoon Suite which is located on Level 3 is also available. 
 
Wedding ceremonies and receptions, functions and photographs can be arranged 
through the Palma Rosa Office. 
 
Palma Rosa website: www.palmarosa.com.au  
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For your information ...... 
 

�  Palma Rosa is available for wedding ceremonies, photographs, 
wedding receptions and functions. 

 
�  The ESU Board of Directors is responsible for the conduct of 

weddings and functions at the House and its immediate precinct. 
 

�  The gardens, front stairs and verandahs provide an excellent 
venue for wedding ceremonies and functions. 

 
�  Couples choosing Palma Rosa for their wedding ceremony may 

have photographs taken with their attendants in any available 
room in the House. 

 
�  When a wedding celebration or function has been booked, 

guests are encouraged to wander through the House and Art 
Gallery located on the Lower Level of the House. Volunteers are 
on hand to act as guides. 

 
�  For enquiries, contact the Palma Rosa Office between 9 am and 

4 pm Monday to Friday on telephone 07 3262 3769 or by email 
esu@lrv.net.au 

 
�  Palma Rosa is situated in a residential area and parking is on-

street only. 
 

�  Function hours from 9 am until 10.30 pm. 
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Wedding  
Ceremonies. Celebrations. Receptions.  

 
Functions 

 
VENUE HIRE: 

 
$400 for a minimum booking of two hours 

$170 for each additional hour or part thereof 
(all charges include GST) 

 
 

Photography  
 

VENUE HIRE: 
 

$200 for a period of 1 hour 
(includes GST and offers the use of the House and gardens) 

 
 

Accommodation  
 

$85 Double  
(includes GST and full hot breakfast) 
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CATERING:  
Palma Rosa provides two forms of catering: 
 
1. Use of own caterer .  
The chosen caterer must have an Australian Business Number (ABN), 
operate from a registered kitchen and maintain their own comprehensive 
insurance and WorkCover policies. Once the booking has been confirmed, 
the caterer will be required to accept the Terms and Conditions as 
determined by the ESU Board of Directors including a Kitchen Hire Charge 
of $150.00 including GST. The caterer is able to access the house 1½ hours 
prior to the time of the function and is allowed a period of 1 hour at the 
conclusion to clean up the site and remove catering equipment etc from 
Palma Rosa. A Cleaning Charge of $150.00 will apply if Palma Rosa is not 
left in a clean condition. 
 
2. Use of Events’ Co-ordinator’s caterer. 
The Events’ Co-ordinator will organise a quotation for the catering which will 
include the Kitchen Hire Charge. The Events’ Co-ordinator will organise 
access to the kitchen and the clean up of the Palma Rosa site. A Cleaning 
Charge will apply if Palma Rosa is not left in a clean condition. 
 
 

HIRE OF EQUIPMENT: 
There is a separate charge for the hire of linen tablecloths, glassware, 
crockery and cutlery, cake table etc. Any breakages must be paid for by the 
hirer. 
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Terms and Conditions 
 

�  To hold an event at Palma Rosa, at least one person in the party must be 
a member of the English Speaking Union. 

 
�  The Booking Form must be completed and returned to Palma Rosa at 

PO Box 1 Lutwyche Q 4030. 
 
�  Confirmation of bookings will be made after the form has been 

completed. 
 

�  A deposit of half the total fee, payable by cheque or credit card to Palma 
Rosa, must accompany the booking form. The balance payable 7 days 
prior to the booked date. The English Speaking Union will provide a Tax 
Invoice. Failure to make these payments by the prescribed time will 
result in the booking being forfeited. 

 
�  If cancellation of the booking is received in writing at least 30 days prior 

to the booked date, the deposit less a service fee of 40% will be 
refunded. If the cancellation is received less than thirty days prior to the 
date, the deposit will be forfeited. Cancellations must be signed by the 
signatories to the original booking form. 

 
�  Smoking is not permitted in Palma Rosa, on its verandahs or in the 

gardens. 
 

�  It is the organiser’s responsibility to ensure that all rubbish associated 
with this event is removed from Palma Rosa and its surrounds. A 
Cleaning charge of $220.00 including GST will apply if this does not 
occur. 

 
�  Vehicles are parked outside Palma Rosa at the discretion of their owners 

and the ESU Board of Directors accepts no responsibility. 
 

�  All activities involving the use of the facilities of Palma Rosa and its 
immediate surrounds are at all times under the express direction of an 
appointed agent of the ESU Board of Directors. 

 
�  Functions in the Art Gallery are subject to a User’s Agreement. 

 
�  A $500 penalty will be incurred if patrons do not abide by the 10.30 pm 

completion time for functions. 
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BOOKING FORM 

(Please complete and return with deposit) 

Contact Name:   _____________________________________________________ 
 
Business Name:   _______________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: _________________________   Mobile:     _______________________ 
 
Mailing Address: 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email: 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Event Name / Description: 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Type: �  Corporate Event 

�  Art Gallery Opening 
�  Wedding Ceremony  
�  Wedding Reception  
�  Cocktail Party  
�  Christening 
�    Morning Tea  �  Lunch     �  Dinner   �  Tour  �  Devonshire Tea 
�  Room Hire only – no catering 

 
Catering Requirements:  

�  Self-catering 
�  Events’ Co-ordinator 

 
Number of guests:  __________________     Room Required: ___________________ 
 
Day/Date requested __________________________ Alternate ___________________ 
 
We have read and agree to the Terms and Conditions overleaf. We enclose a deposit of one half (½) of the cost of 
the function package. Signatories (both Bride and Groom to sign in the case of a Wedding Ceremony or Celebration). 
 

Signed      Signed 
 
Date       Date 
 
 
 
OFFICE USE ONLY 
Date Booking Received  Booking Confirmed:   Deposit:   Receipt:  
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� 	 	 �� 
 � � �� � 
� � � � � � � � �� � � � 

 

1. Title: ..................  Surname: ........................................................ First Name:  ..................................... 
 
 Honours / Degrees / Decorations:   .......................................................................................................... 
 
2. Title: ..................  Surname: ........................................................ First Name:  ..................................... 
 
Honours / Degrees / Decorations:  ............................................................................................................ 
 
Address: 
....................................................................................................................................................................... 
 
Phone (Home): ............................. Phone (Work): .............................Phone (Mobile): ............................. 
 
Fax: ..................................... Email: ............................................................[   ] Please send the ESU Email Newsletter 

 
I/We are aware of the aims of the aims and ideals o f the Union and will endeavour to further these 
objectives.  
 

I/We are aware our membership is pending council ap proval. 
 
Signature/s:  ..................................................     ....................................................... 

 
Date: ...............................  Proposer: .......................................... Seconder: ............................................ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
TAX INVOICE     ABN: 56 009 706 236  ENGLISH SPEAKI NG UNION (QLD BRANCH) 
 

Please accept my membership application for the per iod 1 July 2007 To 30 June 2008.  
 

Compulsory joining fee (once-only payment): 
 

[   ]   New Membership Joining Fee $40.00 
 

Please tick the appropriate membership category: 
 

[   ]   Single    $60.00 
 

[   ]   Married    $90.00 
 

[   ]   Single (Pensioner)    $42.00 
 

[   ]   Married (Pensioner)    $66.00 
 

[   ]   Students (Under 25)    $42.00 
 
 

NB. Pro rata rates are available if joining mid-financial year. Pro rata rates are only available for new 
memberships. 
 
 

I enclose my joining fee and membership payment for  $ ........................ (incl. GST)  
 

[   ]  Cheque        [   ]  Mastercard         [   ]  Visa 
 
Cardholder:............................Card ..............................Expiry Date:...../..... Signature: ................................. 
 
Please forward completed application form with paym ent to: 
English Speaking Union     PO Box 1 Lutwyche Q 4030  
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How It All Began: 
Sir Evelyn Wrench’s  

Early Successful Efforts 
 

A Tribute to the Founder Of  
The English Speaking Union 

With Acknowledgements to ‘Concord’ 
 
 
In 1906 a young newspaper editor, Evelyn Wrench, spent a third of his year’s salary achieving a long-felt ambition 
to visit the United States. Travelling around the country, he became convinced of the mutual interests which linked 
together members of the English speaking world, and the need for them to get to know each other better. In 1909 he 
returned to America for a six week tour of 10,000 miles with Lord Northcliffe, and at the end of the trip met Walter 
Hines Page, then editor of World Week in New York. 
 
LUNCHTIME DISCUSSION 
Over lunch they discussed the difficulties which faced people who wanted to promote friendships between their two 
nations. Sir Evelyn, as he was later to become, deplored the fact that while he had been openly welcomed into many 
homes in the US and Canada, transatlantic visitors to Britain stayed in hotels and rarely saw the inside of a British 
home. It was this meeting that the first seed of the English Speaking Union planted itself in Sir Evelyn’s mind. He 
felt there was a great lack of knowledge about Britain in the US, only equalled by British people’s ignorance of 
conditions in the US. He was especially concerned that the US visitor to Britain should be made as welcome as the 
UK visitor was to the US. 
 
US AMBASSADOR’S SUPPORT 
Though he toured the British Empire for 17 months, his interest in British-American relations never waned. They 
were fanned into action when Walter Hines Page was appointed US Ambassador to Great Britain. Early in 1915, Sir 
Evelyn had a long talk with him at the US Embassy concerning an English speaking union, or brotherhood. In his 
diary on 2nd February 1915, he referred to it as the Overseas Club of America and said later that this date might be 
regarded as the day on which the English Speaking Union idea finally took concrete form in his mind. The idea was 
enthusiastically welcomed by Dr Page. 
 
THE ENGLISH SPEAKING UNION 
Sir Evelyn was fortunate that his work tied in with his ideals. In 1918 he was appointed to act as Deputy to Lord 
Rothermere at the Ministry of Information. The job was one after his own heart for it included the two causes to 
which he wished to devote his life – the unity of the British Empire and close co-operation of all English speaking 
peoples. It gave him many opportunities of meeting prominent US visitors to London.   
 
Within a month of joining the Ministry he made up his mind that now was the time to launch the English speaking 
brotherhood which had occupied his thoughts for so long. In his diary of 12th June 1918, he first referred to the new 
organisation as “The English Speaking Union. But it still had to be formed, and on 28th June 1918 Sir Evelyn invited 
15 friends to dine with him at the now extinct Marlborough Club which overlooked Pall Mall.  
 
VARIED TOP COLLABORATORS 
Those present were Algernon Aspinall, an authority on the British West Indies, Boylston Beal, private secretary to 
Walter Hines Page, Ian Hay Bieth and John Buchan – later Lord Tweedsmuir, both prominent authors, Professor 
McNeile Dixon, a colleague at the Ministry, the Rev. W.F. Geike-Cob, Rector of St Ethelburga’s, Bishopsgate, Sir 
Arthur Herbert, who had served in the British Embassy in Washington, Francis Jones of the overseas league, James 
Keeley, a prominent merchant with connections in the City of London, Henry Noyes of Australia, Francis E. Powell,  
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Chairman of the American Chamber of Commerce in London, A. Lyle-Samuel, Sir George Sutton, Chairman of 
Amalgamated Press Limited, Fullerton Waldo, a member of the staff of the Philadephian Public Ledger, and Sir 
Evelyn himself. The guests, though recognising the difficulties, decided unanimously that the time was ripe for 
starting the movement. In fact, Sir Evelyn had started recruiting members a week or two earlier and the earliest 
recorded member in the US was Professor McLaughlin of Chicago University. 
 
LAUDER AND CHURCHILL 
By Christmas of that year 200 members had been enrolled – two of the earliest were Sir Harry Lauder and Arnold 
Bennett.  Among the earliest Vice Presidents was Winston Churchill, whom Sir Evelyn invited to become Chairman 
in 1919. Another was Franklin D. Roosevelt.  The organisation grew rapidly and in July 1918 Sir Evelyn took an 
office in Lennon House, off the Strand to accommodate it. It had the advantage of being near to his office so that he 
could keep in constant touch. 
 
WOODROW WILSON 
As soon as the British organisation was established, Sir Evelyn set about spreading the movement to the US. He 
took a deputation to President Woodrow Wilson at the US Embassy to outline the ideals and purpose. 
 
He was convinced that no method of achieving co-operation between nations was more effective than welcoming 
the stranger into your home, so he made a card index of all those who would be prepared to invite visitors to lunch, 
tea, for the weekend, to act as local guides, to help in any way possible. He wrote a circular letter to Members of 
Parliament, who had visited the US, asking if they would invite Americans in London to ‘tea on the terrace’ and 
received a wonderful response. As far as possible, he tried to link those with common or similar interests. 
 
Through his efforts, in 1919 the ESU was linked with the ATLANTIC UNION, which meant that the ESU could 
claim to be the oldest of the various societies which existed for the furtherance of English speaking friendship. 
 
Another landmark in the history of the ESU was in 1919 when Lord Rothermere endowed a Chair of American 
History at Oxford University in memory of his son who had been killed in the war. 
 
ON IT’S FEET 
The headquarters were now too small for the original office, so it was moved to new premises in Trafalgar 
Buildings, overlooking Trafalgar Square. 
 
At this time things were not going too well in New York, so Sir Evelyn travelled to the US.  There, on 12th May 
1920, a new start was made with ex-President William Taft as President of the newly formed ESU of the United 
States. It was formed as ‘an independent, but sister society, working in the closest touch with the British society’. 
 
From then the ESU flourished. In 1923 the accommodation in Trafalgar House had to be doubled. By 1925 it was 
clearly inadequate, so it was decided to buy a distinctive house for the permanent home of the ESU. After a six 
month search, Dartmouth House was decided upon and opened to Members on New Years Day 1927. 
 
When Sir Evelyn died in 1966, he had seen his dream child grow beyond his hopes, with Branches and Members in 
all parts of the UK, the US and the Commonwealth. He probably did more than any other person to increase the 
understanding and knowledge between the English speaking peoples throughout the world. It is the only epitaph he 
would have wanted. 
 


